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Holiday Safety Tips
By Officer Mark Ruffennach

The holidays should be a season of joy with your loved
ones. Unfortunately, the holidays are a favorite time
for burglars and thieves. The Scottsdale Police
Department offers these ideas to help you have a happy
and safe holiday season!

When Shopping

o When you are shopping at stores or the mall, park
your vehicle under lights. It gets dark early in the
holiday season and you don’t want to get caught
walking to a dark area by yourself.

o Don’t leave gifts in the back seat of your car in
open view. Put them in the trunk or hide them with
a towel or blanket. Keeping your parcels out of
view reduces the chance of theft from a vehicle.

e |If you approach your vehicle and there are people
hanging around your car, go back to the store and
ask the manager or staff to help. If no one is
available, call the police.

e Look at and around your vehicle before getting in.
If your doors or windows have any damage, don’t
get in the car.

Continued on page 2

From The Desk Of
@R Commander Scott Popp

As we approach the holidays, | encourage everyone to
spend times with their loved ones, enjoy one another’s
company, and to help us keep everyone safe.

Traffic safety is always a focus of the Scottsdale Police
Department. It has been a while since school began,
and | want to remind everyone to be attentive while
traveling through school zones. Remember, you must
be traveling at a speed of 15 M.P.H. or less when you
reach the first sign designating the school zone, and as
you continue through the zone.

November will also be the start of several office parties
and Holiday festivities. The Scottsdale Police
Department again will join forces with several other
valley agencies, participating in the East Valley DUI
Task Force. Remember to have a designated driver
who is committed to staying alcohol free so everyone
makes it home safely.

Sincerely,

Commander Scott Popp
(480)312-2571
SPopp@scottsdaleaz.gov
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Holiday Safety Tips (Continued)

Your Home

e Place your tree out of view from the street or
make sure that drapes or blinds are adjusted to
prevent outside viewing all day and night.

o Place decorated empty boxes under the tree and
keep the real presents out of view.

e Put the external holiday lights on a timer so that
your home looks “lived in” even when you are
away.

o Call the Fire Department (480-312-1817) for tips
on holiday lights and decorating trees.

o If you plan on taking a vacation during the holiday
season, call the Scottsdale Police Department
(480-312-5000) to schedule a “Vacation Watch”
of your home.

Charities

e Research a charity before giving them money by
checking the websites of the Arizona Secretary of
State (www.azsos.gov) and the Better Business
Bureau (www.arizonabbb.org). Please be aware
that fraudulent organizations like to use sound
alike names.

e Don’t give to those who solicit over the phone.
You really don’t know where your hard earned
money is going!

e Never give your credit card, bank account or
social security numbers to solicitors who call you.

e Don’t rely on your caller ID to verify that the
caller is calling from the organization they claim.

e Request a written prospective mailed to you from
any company who solicits over the phone.

e You do not have to pay or make a donation to
“win” a prize.

If you have any questions, please contact District One
Crime Prevention Officer Kory Sneed at (480) 312-
0275.

Stay Safe After The Holidays

If you receive audio/visual/computer equipment that
comes in large boxes, treat those boxes carefully after
the holidays.

Thieves look for homes that stack boxes next to the
curb or by the trash. They make their own holiday
wish list and may visit your home later.

Instead, tear down the box and throw it in the outdoor
recycle bin.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Public Safety Day
Saturday, November 18, 2006
9:00 am to 2:00 pm
Chaparral Park (Hayden & Chaparral)

Veterans Day
November, 11, 2006
Veteran’s Day event begins at 3:00 p.m.
McCormick =Stillman Railroad Park
For details call 480-312-2335
Thanksgiving
City offices closed
November 23 and 24™. 2006

The Scottsdale Police Department

Wants Youl!

The Scottsdale Police Department has excellent job
opportunities in the following fields:

Police Officer, Police Aide, Communications,
Detention Officers, Crime Lab, Records, and Crime
Scene  Specialists. Visit  our website at
www.Scottsdalepd.com or contact Officer Greg Carlin
at 480-312-5384 gcarlin@scottsdaleaz.gov.
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